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Abstract:  

Kazuo Ishiguro is a highly acclaimed British author of Japanese descent, known for his profound and 

introspective works that explore themes of memory, identity, and the complexities of human relationships. Born 

in Nagasaki, Japan in 1954, Ishiguro moved to England at a young age. His notable works include The Remains 

of the Day (1989) and Never Let Me Go (2005). In 2017, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature for his 

emotional novels. Throughout his career, Ishiguro's works have been celebrated for their exploration of 

universal themes within specific cultural and historical contexts. His storytelling has left a significant impact on 

contemporary literature, and his novels continue to be studied and appreciated for their emotional depth and 

narrative craftsmanship. 
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Salman Rushdie has praised Ishiguro's work, praising its nuance and complexity. Ishiguro "has a very 

subtle style of writing," he said. The subtlety of his writing's impact is astounding. Kazuo Ishiguro's novel The 

Remains of the Day is a deeply personal exploration of the complexities of human relationships. The story 

revolves around the life of an English butler, Stevens, who is deeply loyal to his employer, Lord Darlington. The 

relationship is marked by duty, formality, and unwavering loyalty, with Stevens often subordinating his personal 

feelings to serve Darlington faithfully. The story also explores the consequences of repressed emotions and 

unspoken desires, particularly in Stevens' relationship with Miss Kenton, the housekeeper. 

The novel is structured as a journey for Stevens to the West Country of England, where he reflects on 

his past service at Darlington Hall and his relationship with Miss Kenton. It is a meditation on lost opportunities 

and the passage of time, as well as the ethical implications of Stevens' loyalty to Lord Darlington, who is 

involved in political activities with far-reaching consequences. 

The idea of such a journey came about, I should point out, from a most kind suggestion put to me by 

Mr Farraday himself one afternoon almost a fortnight ago, when I had been dusting the portraits in the library. In 

fact, as I recall, I was up on the step-ladder dusting the portrait of Viscount Wetherby when my employer had 

entered carrying a few volumes which he presumably wished to return to the shelves (Ishiguro 1989, 3) 

 An important example is this first section of the book, when Stevens explains why he drove to Miss Kenton for 

five days. Set in the post-World War II era, Darlington Hall undergoes changes reflecting broader shifts in 

British society. The loss of the traditional order and nostalgia for pre-war days contribute to the melancholy tone 

of the novel.  

The novel follows Stevens' journey physically, emotionally, and psychologically, allowing readers to 

witness the internal conflicts and realizations that shape his understanding of himself, his relationships, and his 

role in the larger social context. Ishiguro, born in Nagasaki, Japan, explores cultural identity, displacement, and 

belonging in characters like Stevens. “It would not be unreasonable for an observer to believe such general 

disorganization endemic to my nature. It may be pointed out, of course, that as far as long-distance motoring is 

concerned, I am something of a novice, and such simple oversights are only to be expected” (Ishiguro 

1989,160). The narrator's speech is very unique, while yet being quite English and Japanese. After subtly 

playing the part of the Japanese writer for a Western audience, Ishiguro presents a story set entirely in England, 

which may appear to be the least exotic location, but is just as ideologically and socially distant as the Japan of 

Etsuko and Ono's Japan was. This once again subverts the reader's expectations. 

In Never Let Me Go, Ishiguro explores a dystopian world where clones are raised to donate organs. 

The story revolves around the relationships of Kathy, Ruth, and Tommy, who navigate love, friendship, and the 

harsh realities of their existence. The novel explores the themes of love, mortality, and the inevitability of 

separation, with the strained love triangle between them being a central aspect. In the opening chapter of the 

novel, the narrator boasts about her job as a "carer," assuring the reader that she is "not trying to boast" or make 
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any big claims. However, she is proud of her work and confident in her colleagues' and donors' opinions of her 

(Ishiguro 2005, 3). 

The institutional framework of Hailsham, the boarding school where the characters grow up, shapes 

their understanding of love, relationships, and their ultimate purpose. The oppressive nature of these institutions 

contributes to the challenges in forming meaningful connections. The characters struggle to articulate their 

emotions, leading to complexity and tension. They also grapple with questions of identity and purpose, seeking 

meaning and connection in a world that views them as expendable. 

The novel examines the characters' limited agency within a system that controls their lives, 

highlighting the power dynamics inherent in their interactions. The lack of control over their destinies amplifies 

the poignancy of their relationships. The narrative is tinged with nostalgia, as Kathy reflects on her past at 

Hailsham. The themes of memory and its selective nature contribute to the emotional resonance of the 

relationships, as nostalgia becomes a form of resistance against the dehumanizing effects of their fate. 

Art plays a significant role in the characters' lives, serving as a means of expression, rebellion, and 

capturing fleeting moments of beauty. The symbolism of art enhances the depth of the characters' relationships, 

serving as a testament to their humanity in the face of a dehumanizing system. One British novelist who has 

praised Ishiguro for his narrative is Ian McEwan. McEwan has praised Ishiguro's ability to write stories that 

appeal to a wide audience and the universal themes found in his novels. 

  When We Were Orphans is a novel that follows Christopher Banks, a detective who returns to Shanghai 

to solve the mystery of his parents' disappearance. The story explores themes of loss, memory, and the impact of 

personal and societal upheaval on human connections. The protagonist, Christopher, exhibits emotional distance 

and isolation in his relationships, leading to a detachment from others. This emotional detachment can be seen 

as a coping mechanism, but it also prevents him from forming deep, meaningful connections. The novel presents 

ambiguous relationships, particularly in Christopher's interactions with childhood friend Akira and later with 

Sarah Hemmings. The ambiguity mirrors the broader theme of uncertainty prevalent in the novel, reflecting the 

disorientation caused by war and personal trauma. Christopher's memories, shaped by childhood experiences in 

Shanghai, influence his perceptions and interactions with others. The unreliability of memory, exacerbated by 

the trauma of war, contributes to Christopher's struggles in connecting with others. It is never made clear why or 

how the hunt for Christopher's parents is crucial to prevent a worldwide catastrophe; however, it is portrayed as 

both a personal quest and a necessary task. The narrative starts out in a realistic tone but gradually becomes 

more surreal and dreamier, with several instances such as the narrator's personal pain and the destiny of global 

politics having an enigmatic relationship. A house the narrator visits in China becomes his boyhood home in the 

second part of the story, physically overlapping his memories with his experience (Ishiguro 2000, 185). 

Christopher's quest to solve mysteries and reclaim his past is intertwined with his search for identity and a sense 

of belonging. The title and theme of orphanhood symbolize not only the literal loss of parents but also the 

broader theme of emotional orphanhood. The symbolic orphanhood in the novel speaks to the universal human 

experience of navigating the complexities of existence without a clear sense of rootedness. 

The novel employs a narrative structure that blurs the lines between reality and imagination, raising 

questions about the accuracy of Christopher's recollections and the true nature of the relationships he describes. 

The setting against the backdrop of the Second Sino-Japanese War significantly influences the characters' 

experiences and relationships. 

In The Buried Giant, set in post-Arthurian Britain, the novel explores the relationship between Axl and 

Beatrice, an elderly couple seeking to reunite with their estranged son. The story highlights the fragility of 

memory and the impact of selective forgetting on relationships. The enduring love between the couple is 

portrayed against the backdrop of a collective amnesia that shrouds the land. The couple's commitment to each 

other is evident despite the challenges posed by their failing memories. 

The novel explores the nature of long-term relationships, exploring how love can persist even when 

memories fade. The collective forgetting in the novel is both literal and metaphorical, with the characters and 

the land haunted by a buried past. This selective forgetting has profound implications for relationships, as 

characters grapple with the consequences of deeds long past. The characters' inability to remember or confront 

the past affects their interpersonal connections. 

The novel also incorporates characters from Arthurian legends, such as King Arthur and Queen 

Guinevere, to make them relatable and nuanced. The relationship between the Saxon warrior Wistan and the 

orphaned boy Edwin is marked by a crossing of ethnic and cultural boundaries, highlighting the potential for 

understanding and cooperation in a world scarred by conflict. The theme of sacrifice emerges as characters 

grapple with the weight of guilt and the desire to atone for their deeds. This adds layers to the exploration of 

relationship dynamics, emphasizing the impact of personal choices on connections with others. “You would 

have searched a long time for the sort of winding lane or tranquil meadow for which England later became 

celebrated. There were instead miles of desolate, uncultivated land; here and there roughhewn paths over craggy 

hills or bleak moorland” (Ishiguro 2015, 3). The narrator keeps bringing up this purportedly common perception 
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of the English environment throughout the book, contrasting it with how the same locations looked while the 

narrative was taking place. 

A Pale View of Hills is Ishiguro's debut novel, set in post-war Nagasaki, which explores the 

relationships between Etsuko, a Japanese woman, and her daughters. The novel delves into the clash between 

traditional Japanese values and Westernization after World War II, highlighting the emotional weight of the past 

on Etsuko's present relationships. The novel's narrative structure blurs the lines between memory and reality, 

emphasizing the malleability of memory. Etsuko's recollections reveal an unresolved and haunting relationship 

with Sachiko, a friend from that time. The mysterious disappearance of Sachiko's daughter, Mariko, and the 

ambiguous nature of their friendship contribute to the sense of loss and unfulfilled desires. 

In Kazuo Ishiguro's first novel, A Pale View of Hills, the narrator, Etsuko, shares her story of moving to 

the UK from Japan and wanting an English name for her daughter. However, her English husband, Mr. 

Sheringham, prefers an exotic name that evokes an East-inspired emoji. This is one of the few character 

appearances of the protagonist's deceased husband, who serves as a symbol of the superficial, exoticizing 

interest in Japan that the narrator finds disturbing but manages with irony and wit. “Niki, the name we finally 

gave my younger daughter, is not an abbreviation; it was a compromise I reached with her father. For 

paradoxically it was he who wanted to give her a Japanese name, and I—perhaps out of some selfish desire not 

to be reminded of the past—insisted on an English one. He finally agreed to Niki, thinking it had some vague 

echo of the East about it” (Ishiguro 1982, 9). The novel addresses the lasting impact of trauma, both personal 

and societal, on individuals and relationships. The shadow of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki lingers in the 

background, affecting characters' perceptions and actions. Etsuko's recollections are haunted by the trauma of 

war, contributing to the complexity of her relationships. Etsuko's sense of isolation and alienation is evident in 

her relationships, with a pervasive theme of emotional distance heightened by her own internal struggles and 

cultural and linguistic barriers.  

Ishiguro employs symbolism and ambiguity in the narrative, inviting readers to interpret the novel's 

events and relationships. Ishiguro returns to the issue of the purported suicide impulse in other of his works. 

Keiko, unlike Niki, was pure Japanese, and more than one newspaper was quick to pick up on this fact. 

The English are fond of their idea that our race has an instinct for suicide, as if further explanations were 

unnecessary, for that was all they reported, that she was Japanese and that she hung herself in her room (Ishiguro 

1982, 10). 

Ishiguro's writing is influenced by personal experiences and reflections on love, loss, and time, likely 

contributing to the emotional depth of his characters' relationships. 

Kazuo Ishiguro's novels explore the intricate nature of relationships, influenced by societal norms, 

personal histories, and time. His works, such as The Remains of the Day, Never Let Me Go, When We Were 

Orphans, The Buried Giant, and A Pale View of Hills, explore suppressed emotions, unfulfilled desires, and the 

consequences of forgetting. These novels offer a deep and poignant portrayal of human connections, 

highlighting the consequences of suppressed emotions and the complexities of navigating interpersonal 

connections within societal norms. Ishiguro's narrative choices, such as emotional distance, ambiguity, memory 

and trauma, and the search for identity, contribute to a complex portrayal of human connections. His works also 

explore the persistence of love, the consequences of buried truths, and the impact of cultural and historical 

upheavals on relationships. Overall, Ishiguro's works offer a thought-provoking commentary on the nature of 

human connections and the complexities of memory. 
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